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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

15 November 2025

YAYASAN SABAH GROUP PROMOTES
THE ECONOMY THROUGH HANDICRAFT DEVELOPMENT

KENINGAU : Yayasan Sabah Group will continue to strive to improve the living
standards of Sabahans through handicraft development. This is stated in the speech
of the Director of Yayasan Sabah, which was delivered by the Corporate Secretary of
Yayasan Sabah, Tuan Haji Hanafiah Diman, at the Appreciation and Closing
Ceremony of the Sabah Native Special Programme (PKAN), at the Pusat Kraftangan
Sabah (PKS), Keningau, on Friday, 14 November 2025.

In this context, the Implementation Coordination Unit of the Prime Minister's
Department (ICU JPM) has channelled funds to the Yayasan Sabah Group to
implement Human Capital Development and Entrepreneurship Development
programmes at PKS.

The Yayasan Sabah Group has great hopes that the funds channelled to PKS will
bring about the desired success, namely seeing progress in the standard of living of
Sabahans through the handicraft sector. The Management of Yayasan Sabah Group
expressed its deepest appreciation for the trust and support of the Federal
Government funds channelled through PKAN Sabah over the years, which have
provided extensive benefits for the people in the State.

2025 is a challenging year for PKS in making PKAN Sabah a success. Among the
achievements this year was the participation of PKAN 2025 participants in the PKS
Exclusive Batik Collection and Digital Print Fashion Show in conjunction with the
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (PMKS) Carnival 2025 Keningau Zone,
organised jointly with the Crocker Range Festival Season 8 2025.

At the carnival, PKS displayed the handiwork of PKS batik makers and designs from
the Digital Textile workshop, which also went viral on social media. On the same
note, PKS batik artisans have also received orders from the Sabah Ministry of Rural
Development to produce hand-drawn and digital batik textiles for District Officers, in
conjunction with the Sabah State District Officers Conference in September 2025,
exemplifying the community's trust in local crafts.
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The participation of PKAN participants in the 'Jendela' Exhibition, the 32nd,
Invitational Artists Exhibition 2025, organised by the Sabah Art Gallery, is the debut
participation that truly challenges participants' creativity. Previously, PKAN
participants under the Rural Integrated Craft Heritage (RICH) Programme and the
Bamboo and Rattan Raw Material Planting Programme (PPBM) were only known as
handicraft entrepreneurs. This exhibition allowed them to display their potential as
equally impressive craft artists.

At the same time, 11 works were exhibited at the Sabah Art Gallery from June to
August 2025. In July 2025, PKAN 2025 participants and PKS craft entrepreneurs
participated in the Borneo Flora Festival Labuan 2025, the largest flora and
landscape festival in Borneo, which provided them with exposure to promote their
craft products.

To encourage entrepreneurship, the Start-up Fund Programme was created to help
develop crafters with the potential to become entrepreneurs. In 2025, under PKAN,
12 crafters were selected to receive start-up funds to develop their craft enterprises,
including sole proprietorships and community entrepreneurs.

At the community level, industrial sewing machine assistance was provided to the
Lompozou Village Handicraft Community in Kudat and to the Kopunadan Kudat
Women's Handicraft Association. As for Pulau Omadal, Semporna, cylinder-sewing
machines were also provided to the Pulau Omadal Women's Association to support
the production of high-quality, aesthetically pleasing handicrafts. Yayasan Sabah
Group hopes that these funds and equipment will produce successful craft
entrepreneurs.

In an effort to preserve raw material resources for the handicraft industry, the Raw
Material Planting Programme - Bamboo and Rattan (PPBM) was also established to
fulfil this aspiration. To support this noble effort, the Yayasan Sabah Group has
allocated a 200-acre bamboo and rattan plantation area in the Yayasan Sabah
Concession, Class II Forest Reserve at Sungai Pinangah in the Sook subdistrict.

Though this programme has only existed for a year, PKS has not stopped
implementing various activities to ensure its success. In this effort, PKS has
collaborated with the Research Division of the Yayasan Sabah Group and the Faculty
of Tropical Forestry, Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS), to share the findings of
bamboo research and effective plantation methods, as well as to obtain expert
services in Research and Development (R&D). In addition, several PPBM participants
have taken steps as young entrepreneurs by producing bamboo and rattan-based
products and have successfully earned income from them.

Four PPBM participants have successfully been accredited with the Malaysian Skills
Certificate (SKM) Level 2 in Furniture Making through the Prior Achievement
Assessment method.
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The Yayasan Sabah Group is also proud that 14 participants of the RICH Course and
PKS craft instructors have been granted SKM recognition in Batik Production
Operations, Women's Clothing Making, Creative Sewing, Heritage Weaving and
Rattan Handicrafts, through the Prior Achievement Assessment method. Given the
importance of skill recognition to these craft enthusiasts, PKS is working to obtain
accreditation as an SKM certification centre. This is PKS's plan to elevate the status
of handicraft enthusiasts in the State.

The Yayasan Sabah Group expressed its appreciation to the government agencies
and the private sector, which have become strategic partners and supported PKAN
Sabah 2025, such as the Malaysia Timber Industry Board and the Skills Development
Department, which have provided certification to locals. The Yayasan Sabah Group
hopes that this recognition will raise the quality of handicrafts produced by locals.

The Human Capital Development cluster programme under PKAN involves 247
participants and runs for eight months from 1 March to 14 November 2025. The
event was officiated by the Deputy Director General, Strategic Development Sector
of the Implementation Coordination Unit of the Prime Minister's Department (ICU
JPM), Dato' Norashiken binti Haji Ishak.

The event also witnessed the exchange of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
document between the Yayasan Sabah Group, through PKS, and the Sarawak Wood
Industry Development Corporation (PUSAKA) to share expertise and efforts to raise
the standard of the bamboo industry in the State. There was also a fashion show
with the theme “Harmony of Heritage”.

Photo 1: Dato' Norashiken (third from left) presenting a certificate to one of the
course participants. Also in the picture is Tuan Haji Hanafiah (fourth from right) and
Encik Zairizal bin Tahir, Senior Assistant Director, Department of Skills Development,
Sabah and Labuan Region (second from left).
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Photo 2: A group photo of the course participants with Dato' Norashiken (middle,
front row), Tuan Haji Hanafiah (second from left, front row) and other dignitaries.

-----END-----

For further details, please contact: Sam S. Karnail
Group Manager, Corporate Communication Division
Yayasan Sabah Group
Tel : 088-435112
Fax : 088-213227
Email : ynwaskarnail@gmail.com


