
The Prince Consort of Denmark [2nd from right] and Tan Sri Khalil imprinting their palms on wet
cement. A/so in the picture are Tengku Ad/in (2nd from /eft)and Dr. Fowzi (extreme left).
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The conversion of Danum Valley
d Maliau Basin Conservation
eas as Class 1 Protected Forest

Reserves by the State
Government of Sabah is living
testimony to the belief in the
importancE)'of protected areas to
provide society with healthy living
environment, said the Director of
'ioyasan Sabah cum Chairman of
irmoprise Corporation Sdn. Bhd.
~B), Tan SriDatu Khalil bin Datu

ji Jamalul at the ground
breaking ceremony of the Maliau
Basin Studies Centre on March 17,
2002.

The ground breaking was
performed jointly by the World
Wide Fund for Nature [WWF]
President of Denmark who is also
the Prince Consort of Denmark,
Prince Henri-Marie-Jean-Andre
Count de Laborde de Monpezat
and Tan SriKhalil himself.

Tan Sri Khalil said as the Yay n
Sabah Forest Management Area is
almost one-seventh of Sabah and
one - third of Sabah's total forest
reserves, it plays a significant role in
influencing the environment of the
state of Sabah. "As the area
constitutes a significant area of
rainforest conservation, it isnot only
an important symbol of hope in an
economic sense, but also a crucial
and important environmental
entity," he added.

"It iswith this realisation that a plan
was established to manage the
Yayasan Sabah Forest Concession
Area, with its fundamental
objectives that is to maintain, in
perpetuity, a productive base for
the production of timber and other
forest produce; and for the
conservation of bio-diversity and
environmental protection," he
elaborated.

He said ti:1isis particularly crtXl1
for the future generation as
previous generation enjoyed
areas covered with nat
tropical for~st. "Unless
intervene, the future genel'1
might not be able to enjoy
opportunities as indication
is already apparent i
lifetime," he said.
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of the Management Plan for the
Moliou Basin Conservation Area
and the development of the
Maliau Basin Studies Centre, it
will empower the people of
Sabah in particular, and the
citizen of the world as a whole,
with increased knowledge to
appreciate further, the roles
and functions of environmental
and bio-diversity conservation
which forms part of our natural
heritage," he said.

He isglad that after two years of
collaborative work with their
Danish counterparts, the
Management Plan for the
Maliau Basin Conservation Area
- one of the last remaining
pristine tropical forest areas in
the world has more or less
finalised. The area is mostly
montane forest and is
protected naturally by
formidable escarpment that
runs over 40 km around itsrim.

He further said this collaboration
demonstrates smart partnership
at its best, between a
developing and developed
countries in jointly looking after a
heritage of global quality, for
the common good of humanity.

"The need to join hand to work
together to face the challenges
in protecting the environment
and bio-diversity, for our sake
and those of our children is
becoming acute by the day.

He stressed that with the
assistance of the Danish
Government and people,
through DANCED/DANIDA,
Yayasan Sabah/ICSB is
confident it can complete the
Management Plan of the
conservation area or better
known as 'Sabah 'sLost world' this
year.

According to him, by the time
the collaboration is completed,
we would have a conservation
area with properly delineated
gradation of buffer zone around
it, where only reduced impact
logging and no plantations or
settlements will be allowed. This
quality of buffer zones
according to him is not very

The plaque commemorating the
ground breaking.

common in protected area
management.

"Thiswould enable the area to be
more accessible to the public,
without jeopardising or irreversibly
harming the area especially its bio-
diversity," he stressed.

He believes more scientific
knowledge, which isof importance
to the management of our tropical
resources would be discovered
through the new Studies Centre of
which DANCED/DANIDA is also
playing on important role.

To commemorate the visit, His
Royal Highness the Prince Consort
of Denmark together with Tan Sri
Khalil and 14 children representing
Sabah, Malaysia and countries
with which Yayasan Sabah/ICSB is
or has ~een co-operating with in
the field of forest conservation and
sustainable forestry, also imprinted
their palms on wet cement.

HRH the
Consort of Denmark
[right] and Tan Sri
Khalil performing the

1 ground breaking of
the studies centre.

His Royal Highness the Prince
Consort of Denmark who was on
on eight-day visit to the State alse..
visited the renowned Danum
Volley Conservation Area before
proceeding to Maliau Basin. While
in Danum Volley, the Prince
Consort visited the Danum Volley
Field Centre and the Innoprise
Corporation Sdn. Bhd.-FACE
Foundation Project (INFAPRO)
before staying overnight at the
Borneo Rainforest Lodge.

Among those who accompanied
His Royal Highness the Prince
Consort of Denmark during his
visits were Chairman of WWF
Malaysia, Tengku Datuk Dr. Zaino I
Adlin, the Group Chief Executive
of ICSB, Dr. Mohd. Fowzi Mohd.
RazLsenior officials of the Federal
and State Governments and the
Danish Embassy.



Tree planting at Danum
Valley Field Centre.

Site briefing at the proposed
laboratory site of the Maliau Basin
Studies Centre.

Canopy walkway in
Borneo Rainsforest
Lodge.

Hans Skotte Moller, Chief
Technical Advisor of DANCED
briefing HRH during the
exhibition tour at Maliau Basin.

Briefing by Dr. Waidi Sinun, Senior Manager,
Conservation & Environmental Services,
Forestry Division on DVFC's activities.


