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YAYASAN SABAH GROUP COMMITED IN PROVIDING THE BEST FOR THE
PEOPLE OF SABAH
KOTA KINABALU (Saturday)–Yayasan Sabah Group is committed in providing the best
of services to the people of Sabah, especially in education, said the Director of Yayasan
Sabah cum Chief Executive Officer of Innoprise Corporation Sdn. Bhd. (ICSB), Datuk Haji
Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria in his speech during the Yayasan Sabah Group
Annual Dinner held at the Sabah International Convention Centre (SICC) on 7 February
2020.

"This commitment is further strengthened by the Yayasan Sabah Group's official motto,
"Developing People Towards Progress," which spells out the Group's steadfast focus on the
need to produce knowledgeable, skilled and competitive society," he added.
“In fulfilling this responsibility, Yayasan Sabah Group requires a large number of funds. It
implements these social programmes using funds obtained from Yayasan Sabah Group's
internal resources, through investment companies involved in various sectors in the state,” he
explained.

"This can only be attainable through a proactive prudent spending policy in all our social and
commercial activities while restructuring Yayasan Sabah Group's investment companies to be
more productive," said Datuk Haji Jamalul.

"Yayasan Sabah Group's primary goal is education. Education is also the strategic imperative
of the State in developing human resources essential to Sabah's future development," he
further added.
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The Group's educational initiative ranges from preschool, secondary, technical education to
tertiary education.

In 2019, early childhood development activities through the Child Development Division had
benefited 600 students, including 102 new students and 228 students tutored in 13 rural
kindergartens under the supervision of the division. To date, 12,445 preschool children have
benefited from Yayasan Sabah Group's early childhood development activities.

In 2019 Yayasan Sabah Group through its Educational Development Division offered new
student loans, scholarships and bursaries for 2,366 secondary and undergraduate students
involving an allocation of RM30.36 million.

In recognising the importance of continued funding, Yayasan Sabah Group has doubled its
efforts to recoup its student loans. "As of 2019, the Educational Development Division
collected RM4.3 million from its existing loan amount, which is a significant increase over
the previous year's total collection," said Datuk Haji Jamalul.

Datuk Haji Jamalul also elaborated on the successful academic achievement programmes by
both Yayasan Sabah Group-owned Kolej Teknikal Yayasan Sabah (KTYS) and the
University College Sabah Foundation (UCSF).

"Since 1990 to 2019, 6,668 graduates graduated from KTYS in various fields of certificate
and diploma courses. TVET Education has been the focus of Yayasan Sabah Group since
1990, and KTYS is conducting technical training. In 2019, 871 students pursued their
technical studies at KTYS through 19 certificate and diploma courses. A total of 374 students
completed their studies and graduated last year," explained Datuk Haji Jamalul.

"UCSF has grown from strength to strength in terms of the size and diversity of its students.
Presently, 459 students are pursuing 12 courses in several faculties, while 460 graduates have
graduated from the university," added Datuk Haji Jamalul.

Commenting on the wide-ranging educational support programme, Datuk Haji Jamalul said
Yayasan Sabah Group through its six-zone offices also implemented motivation-oriented
programmes in the State, "In 2019, the School Student Excellence Programme, which is at
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the forefront of rural education programmes, has implemented 90 programmes involving
14,569 students in primary and secondary schools."

"The Zone Offices also distributed the Yayasan Sabah Secondary School Aid to 1,675
underprivileged students. Apart from this, I am glad to inform you that Yayasan Sabah
Tawau hostel has also reopened in meeting the needs of disadvantaged students," he added.

On capacity building, in 2019, Yayasan Sabah Group, through its Pusat Kraftangan Sabah
(PKS) has implemented five entrepreneurship programmes, which has benefited 165 youths.
Collaborating with various agencies with specialised expertise has also intensified in helping
to enhance the skills and competitiveness of craft entrepreneurs under the supervision of
PKS. Since the handicraft programme introduced in 2011, PKS has trained more than 20,000
youths in various craft fields throughout Sabah.

Touching on Conservation and Environmental Management, Datuk Haji Jamalul gave his
assurance on the active efforts by the Yayasan Sabah Group in conserving the state's rich
rainforest and biodiversity.

"Yayasan Sabah Group is committed to preserving Danum Valley conservation areas, Maliau
Basin, Imbak Canyon, Silam Coast and Taliwas River beside the forest rehabilitation areas of
INIKEA and INFAPRO," he added.

Datuk Haji Jamalul further went on details on Yayasan Sabah Group's conservation
achievements, "Last year, the 9th INFAPRO agreement contract was implemented, and
fieldwork has begun, while INIKEA's forest conservation (rehabilitation) work is now in its
4th phase and has reached 93% of its targeted achievement. We have upgraded surveillance
and patrolling activities in all conservation areas in ensuring the areas are protected. While
visitors to the Yayasan Sabah Group's conservation areas registered a significant increase of
219% compared to the targeted significance."

In the commercial sector, Yayasan Sabah Group through ICSB records a pre-tax profit of
RM98.81 million in 2019. Yayasan Sabah Group's Tourism Sector became its most
significant contributor amounting to a substantial RM45.96 million, followed by its Agro
Plantation Sector which contributed RM44.71 million and its Oil and Gas Sector, which
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contributed RM30.04 million. A further RM1.38 million were obtained through Real Estate
Management, apart from the RM0.56 million provided through Biotech.
“As of January 2020, the total dividend received from ICSB Subsidiaries for 2019 is
RM94.47 million,” he further explained.
Datuk Haji Jamalul also elaborated on the importance of the Yayasan Sabah Group's
investment company, ICSB, to continue delivering dividends to enable the Group in carryingout its social programmes.
Elaborating on Yayasan Sabah Group’s strategic planning for 2020, Datuk Haji Jamalul
maintained that Yayasan Sabah Group would remain committed in its social programmes
which include among others, sponsorship programmes, skills and technical training and
diploma and degree programmes.
“Besides enhancing the marketing effectiveness of the programmes offered by KTYS and
UCSF in rural areas, we also hope to expand our craft training programmes there. Yayasan
Sabah Group will continue to provide the Yayasan Sabah Secondary School Aid amounting
RM250 each student and committed to facilitating motivational and tuition seminars in rural
areas. We have increased the provision of motivation and tuition programmes by 2020,
hoping more rural students will benefit,” he elaborated.
Recognising that more and more youth and small entrepreneurs require funding from the
State Government, including the Yayasan Sabah Group, in 2020, Yayasan Sabah Group has
collaborated with the Bumiputera Agenda Steering Unit (TERAJU) and Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) to implement community projects in Tenom, Papar, Tuaran and Kota Belud
on handicraft and agricultural-based projects.
“We are also discussing on additional funding, including those from the Federal Government
to supplement education, community and welfare programmes,” he explained.

"Besides social programmes, we will continue to strengthen our business in the commercial
sector. The need to optimise ICSB businesses is stressed by creating new opportunities for
existing businesses to more profitable investment opportunities, exploring the latest
technologies and providing new and better quality services and products in penetrating
overseas markets," he further added.
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Yayasan Sabah Group also aims at ensuring ICSB continues churning out profits. Yayasan
Sabah Group’s Management took several strategic steps. Among them are the silica sand
project at Balambangan Island, Kudat and the commercial construction project at the Kota
Kinabalu waterfront (Waterfront Project), and a new logging project in Irian Jaya, Indonesia.
We are also planning on development projects on the Yayasan Sabah Group's land bank at
Meruntum, Inanam and Papar.
“Yayasan Sabah Group’s conservation areas of Danum Valley, Maliau Basin and Imbak
Canyon will also be utilised for the tourism industry as 2020 is the Year of Visit Malaysia.
The Management of Yayasan Sabah Group has planned the facilities available in some of
these conservation areas will be provided to attract tourists from abroad. We hope that the
plan will attract more tourists to explore our natural resources and further enhance our
company revenue,” he further said.

On the global economic uncertainty, Datuk Haji Jamalul said 2020 might well be a very
challenging year for the Group.

"Economic uncertainty, volatile crude palm oil prices and increased in operating costs are
some challenges facing the Group," according to Datuk Haji Jamalul.

In his concluding remarks, he urged the staff to work hand-in-hand in ensuring Yayasan
Sabah Group remains relevant in the state's development.

"Yayasan Sabah Group aspires to continue progressing and improving its performance to
contribute to the state's development. With the advice and support from the Chief Minister of
Sabah cum Chairman of Yayasan Sabah Board of Trustees, Datuk Seri Panglima Haji Mohd.
Shafie bin Haji Apdal, I am convinced, Yayasan Sabah Group will continue in achieving
success and remain pivotal in spearheading the development of the state concluded Datuk
Haji Jamalul.

Datuk Haji Jamalul also took the opportunity in extending his gratitude to both the State and
Federal Government for the constant cooperation given in all the Yayasan Sabah Group’s
affairs.
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About 1,300 Yayasan Sabah Group staff and their spouses attended the dinner graced by
Deputy Chief Minister of Sabah cum Minister of Local Government and Housing, Datuk Dr.
Haji Jaujan Haji Sambakong and members of Yayasan Sabah Board of Trustees besides
Chairmen of Yayasan Sabah Group various companies.
At the event, 22 staff received their Excellent Service Award, eight staff received their Silver
Jubilee Service Award, and 26 retirees received their Appreciation Award from Datuk Dr.
Haji Jaujan.

Pix 1 Recipients of Excellent Service Award with Datuk Dr. Haji Jaujan (12th, left) and Datuk
Haji Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria (12th, left).

Pix 2 Recipients of Silver Jubilee Service Award with Datuk Dr. Haji Jaujan (sixth, left) and
Datuk Haji Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria (sixth, right).
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Pix 3 Recipients of Appreciation Award with Datuk Dr. Haji Jaujan (fifth, left) and Datuk
Haji Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria (fifth, right).

Pix 4 Encik Mohd. Bashir bin Nawab Khan, a retiree, receiving his Appreciation Award from
Datuk Dr. Haji Jaujan (left) and Datuk Haji Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria
(centre).
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Pix 5 Datuk Haji Jamalul Kiram bin Datuk Haji Mohd. Zakaria (seventh, left) with
some of the Yayasan Sabah Group’s staff who attended the function.

-ENDS-

For further details, please contact:

Sam S. Karnail
Group Manager
Corporate Communications Division
Yayasan Sabah Group
Tel
: 088-326448
Fax
: 088-421526
Email : sk@icsb-sabah.com.my
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